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he was fifteen years old. Then he succeeded in making his escape from Falkland, with the assistance of one of his pages, and got as far as Stirling, whose governor was devoted to him. As soon as he was safe within the castle he caused proclamation to be made that every Douglas found within twelve miles would be proceeded against on a charge of high treason. More than that: he procured a decree from Parliament declaring thatj they had forfeited their rights as citizens, and banishing them from the kingdom: their proscription lasted as long as the king lived, and they did not return to Scotland until after his death. The result was that, although they then resumed their old position near the throne, and occupied the most important offices, through the influence of Murray, who, it will be remembered, was a Douglas on his mother's side, they never forgave the daughter for the father's hatred.
Thus it was that James Douglas, though he was Chancellor of the realm, and in that capacity bound to see that the laws were executed, took the lead in a conspiracy, the object of which was a violation of every law, divine and human.
Douglas's first idea was to treat Eizzio as the favorites of James III. had been treated at the Bridge of Laucler, to go through the form of a trial, that is, and then hang him. But such a death would not satisfy Darnley's desire for vengeance: as the Queen was the one whom he really wanted to punish in the person of Rizzio, he de* manded that the murder should be done in her presence,
Douglas took Lord Euthven into the plot, a lazy, debauched sybarite, who promised to carry his co-opera^ tion so far as to dou a cuirass: having made sure of one powerful accomplice, he set about finding others to assist Mm.